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SOUT US

ENTREPRENEURS

FOR CHILDREN
AND YOUTH

Since 2010, Reach for Change has

been empowering social entrepreneurs
to develop innovative solutions that
improve the lives of children and youth.

WHO WE ARE

Reach for Change is a global
non-profit founded in Sweden.

Our vision is a world where all
children and youth reach their full
potential. We are working towards
this vision by finding local social
entrepreneurs and empowering them to
develop and scale innovative solutions
that help children and youth to better
lives. We were founded by successful
entrepreneurs in the non-profit and
business sectors in 2010.
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WHAT WE DO

We pursue our mission through two main streams
of work: capacity and ecosystem development
for local social entrepreneurs. Through our

work, we promote entrepreneurship and foster
entrepreneurial mindsets and skills.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

You hold in your hand our 12th Social Impact
Report. It is a summary of the impact we made

in 2021, what we did to work toward our vision,
and some of the things we learned along the

way. The impact reported covers all programs
and projects where we’ve either had clear results
or an indication of results in 2021. The financial
statements cover all markets except Russia, which
is an independent franchise. You can also find this
information on our website: reachforchange.org

This impact report adheres to
the Swedish Fundraising Council
(Giva Sverige) Quality Code.

In many ways 2021 felt like a year of false starts.

The global Covid-19 pandemic had a profound effect
on us all, with some of our markets under lockdown
and restrictions for much of the year. 2021 was a year
that tested our resilience, but it was also a year when
we demonstrated our commitment to delivering on
our mission. As an organization, we adapted with our
community and team and adjusted to delivering impact
without the face-to-face meetings and interactions we
all very much craved. Our work was also marred by
conflicts and humanitarian crises in Ethiopia.

Yet in reading the pages of this annual Social Impact
Report, | am struck by the fact that these false starts
have allowed us to regroup, adapt and find new ways
to achieve our goals. In fact, they have taught us to
run the race in much the same way our entrepreneurs
across the globe do, with innovative approaches,
growth mindsets and stamina.

In retrospect, we have run an extremely

impactful and impressive race under tough conditions.
We have worked tirelessly across our markets with
over forty supportive partners. We have developed
new programs and refined our model of impact.

We have run capacity development programs that
helped improve livelihoods for women and youth in
rural Ethiopia, supported maternal health in Senegal,
assisted social entrepreneurs in Sweden to refine
their business models, provided Bulgarian social
entrepreneurs with tools to scale their innovations,
and much more.

Our race continues as we become even more
convinced in our role of enhancing the ecosystem

for social entrepreneurship to ensure that we create
the optimal conditions for the systemic change we

so desperately need. This year we have partnered
with Ashoka Nordics on mapping the ecosystem

and gathering evidence on where improvements are
needed to ensure that social entrepreneurs can create
maximum impact. We have worked with the think tank
Global Challenge to explore how we can give female
founders and entrepreneurs the best conditions when
only 3% of global investment capital goes to female
entrepreneurs.

For us to create true and lasting change, where we
empower local social entrepreneurs to support children
and youth to reach their full potential, we need to be
clear on our vision and how we are going to get there.
This year we have set our 2030 goals, our operational
plan for the next four years, and more importantly —
we have made a commitment to collaborate.

Our tools are available for more entrepreneurs

to access, and we are working closely with a

broad range of partners to design curriculum

and content that can be used by others.

This is a marathon, not a sprint. And it is not a race
that we will finish on our own. | would therefore also
like to send much gratitude to our Reach for Change
community for your support, and to the Reach for
Change team, for always finishing every run strong.

— Sofia Breitholtz
CEO, Reach for Change



LETTER
FROM THE EDITOR

Our Social Impact Report has always been very
important to us, for many reasons. We are a results-
based and data-driven organization. What does that
mean? It means we evaluate our success based on
data, and we make decisions based on data.

The way we view our Social Impact Report is not
only as our primary way of showcasing our results

in a transparent way to our stakeholders. We also

see the report as a way to evaluate how we are
progressing towards our vision and as an indication
that we are reaching our goals. A separate goal for us
with our report is also to be a role model and thought
leader within impact measurement and management
in the sector, to inspire more organizations to make
decisions and evaluate their work based on where
they can have the most impact.

2021 pushed us to evolve and develop a new

approach than what we have used in previous reports.

As our programs have continuously developed, and
we have clarified our approach towards our 2030
goals, our impact measurement needed to evolve,
and by extension, so did the presentation of our
results. Even more than before, this year’s report
is a result of close collaboration between our
central program team and our program managers
in our different countries. | would like to extend
my sincere gratitude to our program team and
our communications team for being such great
companions in this collaborative process.

Despite battling the consequences

of the Covid-19 pandemic and violent
conflicts in some of our countries,

2021 was a year of impact for us. In this
report you’ll be able to read about 12 of
the different projects we ran during the
year. Among other things, you can read
about how we have fostered economic
development in Ethiopia, developed

the capacity of social entrepreneurs in
socioeconomically disadvantaged areas
in Sweden and advocated for female
social entrepreneurship. As always, by
sharing our results and our method, we
hope to bring inspiration and knowledge
to the sector — a job we look forward to
continuing in the future.

— |lda Johansson
Impact Manager, Reach for Change
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- XECUTIVE
SUMMA

In our 2020 Social Impact Report we launched our new
2030 goals. We aspire to change the lives of 30 million
children and youth around the world by 2030. We also
launched our new thematic areas: Poverty, Climate
Change and Inequality. To reach this very ambitious
goal, we want to build on our learnings from the past

years to find the best ways of improving the lives of When we had finalized the strategy and operational plan in

August 2021, a process supported by Mighty Ally and Bain &
Company, we started working on our new impact framework.

children and youth.

In 2021, the work to reach our 2030 goals started. This meant developing a new global Theory of Change

At the beginning of the year we set out to do for the organization as well as developing indicators and
three things: operationalizing our thematic areas. The idea was to develop a
Theory of Change that would do two things:

¢ Finalize our strategy;
the “how” to reach our very ambitious 2030 goals

* Enable us to capture our impact on an organizational level,
encompassing all our different programs, not just our
Finalize an operational plan incubator program as before.

following the new strategy » Enable us to evaluate our progress towards our 2030 goals.

Finalize our new Theory of Change and Later in this report, we proudly present our new

Theory of Change and look forward to keeping you
updated on our work towards 2030!

impact goals that will enable us to evaluate
how we are moving towards our 2030 goals.

o000
0o ® .....
°

A total of

2021

IN NUMBERS 31
. More than ECC?JZQE More than 4 3

partner
organizations

300,000

children and youth supported

700

beneficiaries*
supported in
our projects
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"Beneficiaries include social entrepreneurs, trainers working directly with social entrepreneurs or entrepreneurs, aspiring entrepreneurs and stakeholders
improving conditions for social entrepreneurs
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D

THE
CHALLENGE
AN I VANNIDE
THE CLOCK
1S TICKING

While great strides have been made
over the past several decades, hundreds
of millions of children and youth are still
living in poverty, and inequalities persist
around the world, limiting opportunities
for them to reach their full potential.’

In both rich and poor countries,
children are significantly more likely

to live in poverty than adults.2 Many

will suffer the effects of inequality and
social exclusion due to racial, religious
or gender discrimination, which are
almost always linked to family poverty.
Add to this the reality of the climate
crisis which disproportionately affects
children, especially those in developing
countries, and the future becomes even
more dire for the children and youth of
today. We cannot achieve sustainable
development and make the planet
better for all if future generations are
excluded from opportunities and the
chance of a better life.3

ROBLEM & SOLUTION

THE POWER
OF SOCIAL
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

However, these current trends are not

irreversible and this bleak outlook is not set in stone.
Every day, millions of individuals around the world
are innovating and fighting for a brighter future for
our children. As the EU report on social economy

recognizes, effective initiatives led by individual citizens

and social enterprises have paved the way towards a
society that prioritizes people and the planet, and they
will continue to produce system-changing solutions
toward the 2030 SDGs.# But social entrepreneurs are
only part of the solution. They cannot do it alone:

the innovations they create and launch can only go

so far without partners from across sectors.5

Governments must set and enforce policies.
Businesses will have to “reach beyond their own
capabilities and partner with other private-sector
entities and with governments, communities, and
nonprofits to create new ecosystems that will deliver
value to all,”® NGOs will continue to advocate and, in
the short term, fill the gaps where governments fail.
And social entrepreneurs should exist to develop
and deliver innovations that are effective, scalable
and sustainable. While many of these innovators and
initiatives are already out there, they need additional
skills, resources and connections to succeed.”

T www.unicef.org/publications/files/Child_Mortality_Report_2017.pdf

2 www.unicef.org/socialpolicy/files/Child_Poverty_SDG_Guide-Complete-March_2017.pdf

3 www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Goal-10.pdf

4 Expert Group on Social Entrepreneurship (GECES), Social entrepreneurs and the social economy going forward, p.9 2016

5 MAZE, EVPA, Cross-Sector Collaboration for Better Social Outcomes, 2018

6 hbr.org/2018/01/inclusive-growth-profitable-strategies-for-tackling-poverty-and-inequality

7 www.alliancemagazine.org/blog/socrates-recipe-for-systems-change-know-thyself

OUR SOLUTION

Reach for Change’s vision is a world
where all children and youth reach

their full potential. To achieve our vision,
we will focus on addressing pressing
social issues contributing to poverty,
inequality and the climate crisis by:

DEVELOPING THE

CAPACITY OF LOCAL SOCIAL
ENTREPRENEURS WORKING
FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH

We find local social entrepreneurs with
the most promising solutions to pressing
issues for children and youth within

our thematic areas (poverty, inequality,
climate change). We support them
through a range of programs to develop
and scale their solutions. We run these
programs ourselves and in partnership
with other organizations.

FOSTERING ENTREPRENEURIAL
MINDSETS AND SKILLS FOR JOB
CREATION, IMPROVED LIVELIHOODS
AND CLIMATE RESILIENCE

We provide a range of entrepreneurship training,
development and support programs. We want to
encourage innovation, build the next generation

of social entrepreneurs, improve livelihoods and
employment for women and youth, and directly
address one of the root causes for multidimensional
poverty for children and youth. In addition, we run
entrepreneurship training programs to inspire and

prepare youth to start social enterprises and/or

pursue jobs that will build the green economy
to increase climate resilience.

DEVELOPING SOCIAL
ENTREPRENEURSHIP ECOSYSTEMS

We work for an improved social entrepreneurship
ecosystem that supports social entrepreneurs to
start, grow, and deliver their solutions for children and
youth at scale. Activities include support to establish
social entrepreneurship associations, advocacy and
thought partnership for improved policy, convening
stakeholders and influencers, capacity development
of other support organizations in the sector, and
awareness raising and education around social
entrepreneurship.




12 Thematic areas

In the coming 8 years, we will focus our
efforts on high-leverage issues for children
and youth in three areas aligned with the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development:
Poverty, Inequality and Climate Change.

AS

POVERTY

Reach for Change will work on addressing multidimensional
poverty for children and youth. Multidimensional poverty is

about the simultaneous deprivation in several areas, not strictly

monetary poverty.

By addressing deprivations in education, health and other areas

make it much more likely that children and youth can achieve

their full potential, breaking the cycle of monetary poverty in

the future. To achieve our goals, we will pursue one or more of
the following initiatives, as is relevant to the local context:

« Support livelihoods and employment for youth and
women through 1) investing in social enterprises that
prepare people for and/or connect them to jobs and
2) job creation via entrepreneurship training, development
and support

« Support scalable social solutions that increase access
to, and encourage the use of, services for the most
deprived children and youth in health (including nutrition,
water, sanitation, and helping adolescents make smart
reproductive decisions) and education

INEQUALITY

Children and youth around the world do not have equal access
to opportunities, nor the possibility to reach their full potential.
Inequality can stem from a variety of causes (e.g., racial,
religious, gender or ability discrimination) and is very often
either partially the result of, or results in, family poverty.
Though the ways in which inequality manifests is context
specific, children and youth are vulnerable to its consequences
no matter where they live. Our initiatives will include:
« Supporting scalable social solutions that address
inequality and its root causes. We will intentionally
focus on social entrepreneurs who originate from the
excluded communities to build diverse leadership and
to ensure that their solutions are relevant to children
and youth from these communities.
« Focusing on the most vulnerable groups.
We will address inequality and exclusion of children and
youth, with a focus on populations especially vulnerable to
its consequences. These groups include, but are not limited
to: girls, children and youth with disabilities, and migrant
children and youth.
« Context specific programs and networks.
Since the specific causes of inequality and the relevant
interventions are so specific to their context, our local
strategies will outline which vulnerable groups and issues
to prioritize in order to best increase inclusion
and equality.

©

©

CLIMATE CHANGE

Children and youth are especially vulnerable to the effects of
climate change due to their unique physical and developmental
needs®, and in many of the countries that are most susceptible
to extreme climate events, children comprise the majority

of the population®. While building youth readiness and
involvement is crucial, adults in power have the potential to

make the most meaningful changes in mitigating and preparing

for climate change. Our initiatives will include:

Supporting social entrepreneurs focused on increasing
climate knowledge, engagement, and participation.
Supporting entrepreneurship in the green economy.
We will run programs to inspire and prepare youth to start
social enterprises and/or pursue jobs that will build

the green economy.

Mainstream climate considerations and sustainability
in all of our programs. Social entrepreneurs receiving
capacity development support from Reach for Change
will be trained in the basic considerations of building a
sustainable organization.

UNICEF’s written submission to the study of the United Nations Office of
the High Commissioner for Human Rights on climate change and the full
and effective enjoyment of the rights of the child, 6 January 2017.

www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/ClimateChange/RightsChild/
ChilrenOnePager.pdf
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Since the beginning, our mission has

been to support local social entrepreneurs
to develop and scale solutions to problems
faced by children and youth. This mission
has not changed, but how we do it has

evolved. As we enter our second decade as
an organization, we will continue to pursue
this mission through two main streams of

work: capacity and ecosystem development

for local social entrepreneurs.

CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT

We have three distinct capacity development programs for local
social entrepreneurs, each targeting a different stage of development:

Concept to Early Proof of Concept to

early Proof of Concept stage Early Growth stage

Each program is based on three pillars of support:

We offer capacity development Access to appropriate funding
support focused on five development at different stages remains one
areas: effective solution, financial of the biggest barriers to social
sustainability, leadership and team, entrepreneurs as they develop their
impact scaling and system change. solutions and bring them to scale.
This is delivered through a mix We offer select social entrepreneurs
of individual strategic planning, financial support to help them
coaching, mentorship, peer develop and deliver their solutions
learning and group sessions. and to strengthen the capacity and
capabilities of their team.

Early Growth to
Growth stage

Having a strong network and

gaining access to the right people and
opportunities at the right time is one of
the most crucial success factors for any
organization. With so much competition
and limited time, cultivating such a
network can be tough, especially for
early stage organizations without much
of a track record. We connect our social
entrepreneurs to local and international
networks to create opportunities for new
learnings, partnerships, and funding.

To help achieve our vision, we have also started to run two different
capacity development programs to promote entrepreneurship and foster

entrepreneurial mindset and skills:

Training for youth and women to develop entrepreneurship mindset,
knowledge, and skills they need to start and grow a business with
the goal of job creation and improved livelihoods or supporting

entrepreneurship in the green economy.

We provide training and technical support to women and youth
entrepreneurs to gain skills and knowledge to develop, refine and
start or run a business, and to gain access to funding.

Both programs are focused on job creation and improving livelihoods or
social entrepreneurship in the green economy.

ECOSYSTEM DEVELOPMENT

Successfully growing or scaling a solution is almost
impossible if you are working in a fragmented ecosystem.

In order to scale, good solutions will need support from

a variety of actors in the public, private and/or non-profit
sectors. We work to establish supportive local ecosystems
for social entrepreneurs to increase their chances of success

Activities include:
« support to establish social entrepreneurship associations
e advocacy and thought partnership for improved policy
« convening stakeholders and influencers
capacity development of other support organizations
in the sector
* awareness raising and education around
social entrepreneurship

During the coming years, we will further
strengthen our work in ecosystem
development. The intentions and specific
activities that we will perform will be
outlined and specified per country to

fit the specifics of the local ecosystem.
Read about the work we did to develop
ecosystems in countries where we
operated in 2021 on page 40.
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INCUBATOR

PACITY
- VELOPM

=N

WHO ARE WE LOOKING FOR?

PASSIONATE AND PERSEVERING
LEADER/TEAM WITH A STRONG
ETHICAL FIBER

WORKING TOWARDS ONE OF
THE ALMOST 40 SDG TARGETS
FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH

CLEAR THEORY OF

CHANGE AND A SOLUTION
DEMONSTRATING INDICATION
OF IMPACT

POTENTIAL FOR
FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY
AND STRONG IMPACT SCALING

INVESTMENT PROCESS

CAMPAIGNS AND APPLICATIONS

SCOUTING AND HEADHUNTING
IN OUR NETWORK

SCREENINGS CONDUCTED
BY REACH FOR CHANGE AND
SUBJECT MATTER EXPERTS

FACE TO FACE INTERVIEWS

SITE VISITS AND
REFERENCE TAKING

INVESTMENT READINESS
SUPPORT

PITCH TO A JURY

Reach

for Change

Our incubator is designed to support social entrepreneurs

in the Proof of concept and Early growth stages. We help social

entrepreneurs maximize and effectively measure their social

impact, strengthen internal capacities and increase revenues.

The support typically lasts up to three years.

&

CAPACITY
DEVELOPMENT

&

NETWORK
CONNECTIONS

©

STAMP OF
APPROVAL

GRANT
FUNDING

We offer advisory support, technical
training, mentoring, coaching and
peer-to-peer exchange across five key
development areas: effective solution,
financial sustainability, leadership and
team, impact scaling and systems change.

We connect our social entrepreneurs
to our local and international network
of experts and funders with the aim of
creating new learning opportunities,
partnerships and sources of revenue.

In addition to assistance with capacity
development and access to network and
grant funding, a place in our incubator
represents a stamp of approval because of
our highly competitive selection process.

Select social entrepreneurs are

offered unrestricted financial support
for developing and delivering their
solution and for strengthening the
capacity and capabilities of their team.




16+
100+

100+

94 %
69%
100%
78%

83%

95«
56+

44
56%
22%

64
86+

*25 out of 58 Change Leaders were surveyed, excluding (a) 9 social entrepreneurs
who followed a different program and (b) 24 social entrepreneurs who had participated
in the Incubator less than 8 months
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SHORT TERM RESULTS

TARGETED OUTCOMES HOW WE MEASURE

95% of our social entrepreneurs believe that they
would have developed less without support from
Reach for Change, and 29% believe that they would
have developed significantly or far less, or stopped

PA C T operating/never started operating.

S U |_T S Our contribution to our social entrepreneurs’
development was reported as the largest within the
areas effective solution and leadership and team.
Our contribution was reported as the smallest within
the area systems change.

the previous page we reported on
the social entrepreneurs in our
ubator program developed during
D1 1n an attempt to capture how We are happy that a majority of our social entrepreneurs
report that Reach for Change also had an impact on
their ability to make a positive difference for children

ch of this development would not
e happened without our support -
impact - we surveyed our social

repreneurs anonymously at the and 71% said that we helped them increase the number
1 of 2021*. of children and youth they reached.

and youth - our end beneficiaries. 79% said that we
helped them address children’s needs more effectively

Our contribution to our social entrepreneurs’ development was reported as the largest within the areas
effective solution and leadership and team

Size of
Reach for Change
contribution:

@® Crucial

® Large
® Ssignificant

RESULTS

% of social entrepreneurs

@® Moderate
® small
@ None

A effective B financial C leadership D impact E systems
solution sustainability & team scaling change

*The survey was sent to those who had participated at least 8 months in the core incubator (25 of 59 social entrepreneurs), of which 84% (n=21) responded.
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95«

report that

they would

have developed
less without
Reach for Change

Would have
stopped operating %

or never started

(0]
Far less 1 o /O
Significantly less 1 4 O/O

hat | (o)
Somewhat less 5 Z A)

A little less

14+

%

79

report that

Reach for Change made
a contribution to their
increased effectiveness
for children and youth*

21

Significant 2 6 %

Moderate 1 6 %

16+

21

7 1%

report that

Reach for Change
mMmade a contribution to
their increased reach
for children and youth*

6
18+

Significant

Moderate 24 %

23

29

LONG TERM
OUTCOMES

Our targeted long-term outcome is that
our alumni (the social entrepreneurs that
have graduated from the incubator) scale
their impact to a significant share of their
target group and contribute to fulfillment
of the Sustainable Development Goals
for children and youth. Our alumni are
surveyed every second year as we believe
that to be enough to capture fluctuations
in the results.

‘ % are still
o ) .
) 8 70 in business

A clear majority has
continued to scale**;

' 0
: 3/0 reached more

children and youth
(y increased
O their revenues

8cy state that they reach a
o significant or considerable

share of their target group

2 0/ report that they would
9 have developed less had

they not participated in the
Reach for Change incubator

Results from our 2021 Alumni Survey

*Data collected between Nov 2021 and March 2022 for 208 out of
286 alumni who graduated at least 8 months prior to data collection.

** Out of 286 alumni, 239 were surveyed of which 120 responded

** The percentages are based on the survey respondents who reported that they increased their

effectiveness (n=19) and reached more children and youth (n=17). (50% response rate)
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3588,5(

children and
youth reached
by 25 social
entrepreneurs

5,437

children and
youth reached
by 8 social
entrepreneurs

GOOD HEALTH
AND WELL-BEING

4

QUALITY
EDUCATION

CHILDREN AND
YOUTH SUPPORTED

During 2021, our social
entrepreneurs in the incubator
and rapid scale program
reached 295,606 children
and youth to contribute
towards mainly 4 SDGs.

83% of the beneficiaries reached
were children (under 18 years old)
and 17% were youth (18-24 years old).

Approximately 33% of the children

and youth were reached face to face and
77% through a digital tool, through parents
or professionals, or through a product.

455 794

youth reached

children and by 12 social
youth reached entrepreneurs
by 7 social

srtepreneds _

DECENT WORK AND 1 REDUCED
ECONOMIC GROWTH INEQUALITIES

A
=)
‘[ =

Another 361 children and youth were reached by 3 social entrepreneurs within SDGs 5 and 16.

AIMING FOR
LIVES CHANGED,
PROTECTED OR
SAVED

Our social entrepreneurs aim to impact children and youth
in many different ways. Depending on the character of the
social entrepreneurs’ intervention, the targeted short-term
impact of their work ranges from lives improved, to lives
changed, to lives protected/saved.

A life improved in the short-term can mean a life
changed (or even saved) in the medium- or long-term.
For example, the Lithuanian organization PLAYmath
provides fun and practical math education for children.
In the short-term this can improve a life, improving
their education and interest levels, but in the medium-
and long-term, for a certain share of children, this can
translate into career paths that would otherwise not
have been accessible (lives changed).

The below breakdown is based on the impact that

our social entrepreneurs aimed to achieve in the
short-term i.e. during their activities carried out in
2021. The impact targeted and potentially achieved
beyond 2021 is harder to reliably quantify, especially
on portfolio level. Having said that, we always strive to
make investments with a high potential for changing,
protecting or saving lives either in the short-, medium-
or long-term.

390,366 children and youth (99%) were reached
with the aim to change their knowledge, attitude
or access to resources, and improve lives

Example
PLAYmath (Lithuania) which provides games
to teach math in an engaging way

3,400 children and youth (0.7%) were reached with the
aim to reroute them on a better path, and change lives

Example
Trygg Ratt (Sweden) which supports youth
to leave a criminal path

1,850 children and youth (0.3%) were
reached with the aim to protect them
from harm and/or save lives

Example
Verim tebe (Russia) which supports and protects
children who have been sexually abused
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Obtaining a quality education is fundamental to
improving children’s lives. All children should have the right
to a good quality education that helps them use and develop
their talents and abilities. Children should be encouraged to
go to school to the highest level they can.

MOBILE STORIES

The changing information landscape makes it increasingly
difficult to evaluate the credibility of the information being
presented to you. Fake news, filter bubbles and the influence
of antidemocratic forces can be very difficult to navigate if
you do not receive proper support on how to do it. In 2018,
the Swedish Schools Inspectorate performed an inquiry to
review the quality of the education around critical thinking
among youth, especially within the digital field, as well as
other sources. The review showed that the critical thinking
currently being taught, in Swedish, as well as Social Science,
needed to be further developed and with a greater emphasis
on digital media.™

To address this challenge, Jenny Skéld and Lotta Bergseth
started Mobile Stories. Mobile Stories offers a publishing

tool that educates young people in media and information
literacy, and supports them in producing articles and other
forms of media. Mobile Stories supports youth in deepening
their subject knowledge, sharpening their communication and
increasing their ability to evaluate, discuss and review sources.

00 0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 0

Mobile Stories supported 2240 children and youth in 2021. One of them was Robert:

When Robert, 16, started searching for information on
youth’s sleep he got an explanation as to why it was easier
for him to keep up in class when he started school later

in the day. With his opinion piece in Mobilestories.se, he
drew quite a lot of attention to the matter — both NSD and
TTELA** published his article. Both Robert’s teachers and
friends in Kiruna and his family and friends in his hometown
Vanersborg could read in their local newspapers about why
youth should start their school day later in the morning.
The opinion piece was first published on Mobilestories.se
but received more traction with the help of the local
newspapers.

“It feels great actually, especially when you’ve written
something yourself. It’s always nice to be heard.

| feel very proud,” he says. From the beginning, the opinion
piece was an assignment in Swedish class. However he
picked the topic himself.

“We have talked a little bit about it before, about youths’
sleep and done some research on it. | really took it to heart

as | have felt that it is a lot easier for me to keep up in class
if | have started later in the morning.” Robert felt that he had
received a lot of help through using the tool. “There were
very clear instructions on what was supposed to be included
in the text. It was also great that you could receive feedback
from your peers. | developed my ability to write an article”.

The thought of others reading the article, apart from his
teacher, also increased his motivation. “You adjust the
language a little more and you are more motivated. If
more people will read it you have to have several different
arguments, because you are trying to convince a lot more
people than just your teacher.”

° www.skolinspektionen.se/beslut-rapporter-statistik/publikationer/
kvalitetsgranskning/2018/undervisning-om-kallkritiskt-forhallningssatt-i-
svenska-och-samhallskunskap/

* A government agency with the objective to ensure that all children and school
students are provided with equal education of good quality in a safe environment

** Local Swedish newspapers from Norbotten and Trollhattan

No child should be treated unfairly — no matter
who they are, where they live, what their parents do, what
language they speak, what their religion is, whether they
are a boy or girl, what their culture is, whether they have a
disability and whether they are rich or poor. All children and
youth have rights and should feel included in society.

OUR POCKET HERO

In 2021, there were an estimated 290,000 children and youth
living with type 1 diabetes in Europe. In Lithuania, it was
estimated that around 900 children and youth were living
with type 1 diabetes in 2021." If you are managing this
incurable disease with an insulin pump - a computerized
device you attach to your body that delivers insulin 24/7.
This way you do not have to manually inject insulin
throughout the day!® However, wearing a device attached to
your body every day causes a new set of challenges
especially for children and youth. The free movement
becomes limited, your peers can see it and it raises
guestions. They are limited in their leisure opportunities and
most importantly, the device is vulnerable and might be
broken during play, which causes serious health risks.

To address these challenges, Simona Koncyte started the
organization Our Pocket Hero. Our Pocket Hero creates
clothing that ensures the safe carrying of the insulin pump
and gives more freedom to move. What is most important,
with the help of special pockets, the device is safe and not
visible which makes it easier for children and youth

to integrate into society.
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In 2021, Our Pocket Hero supported 18 children.
One of them was Karolina:

Karolina is a fourth grader with type 1 diabetes. “I, as all my
type 1 diabetes friends, wear a special insulin pump belt to
carry my insulin pump. The belt is problematic because it can
open during play, and | bump into things with it while playing.
But the biggest issue for me with wearing the special belt, is
that others can clearly see it. After purchasing the Our Pocket
Hero skirt and 2 t-shirts, | learned that there is another way

of wearing your insulin pump. | like the colors, and | realized
that living with type 1 diabetes became a little bit easier in
general with the new clothes. | learned how to place the pump
in the new clothes and | found that they provided me with

a safer feeling as well as privacy while wearing my insulin
pump. The clothes allowed me to not constantly think about
my life companion — the insulin pump. | also found that there
was room for me to carry all of the necessary equipment to
properly manage my pump. | define myself as a somewhat
active girl. With the new clothing | want to play more than

| did before. If | can manage my diabetes easier, even just a
little bit, | feel happier!”

2 www.diabetesatlas.org/data/en/region/3/eur.ntml

* www.mottchildren.org/health-library/zx3069
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Increasing labor productivity and reducing
the unemployment rate, especially for young people,
is an essential component of sustained and inclusive
economic growth. All children and youth should be
considered stakeholders in economic activities, with
an understanding of their potential, and be given
information about work opportunities. To protect their
rights and safety and promote their development and
education, children and youth, especially those from
marginalized communities, should be supported to
enter the labor market

THE WORLD
OF PROFESSIONS

According to the Russian vice prime minister Tatiana Golikova,
the number of orphans and children left without parental care
in Russia in the beginning of 2021 was around 400,000, with
more than half of them staying in foster families.” Children
who are raised outside the family system are more likely to
engage in risky behavior, to be drawn into criminal activities,
to have instability in their relationships and to reproduce
broken families when they become parents themselves.

To help children and young people in orphanages to
integrate in the modern society, to become socially active
citizens and find a job they will enjoy, the CEO of the
non-profit foundation “Mi vmeste” / “We are together”
Yana Arkhipova launched a program “Me in the world of
professions.” In 2021 the project supported 144 children,
one of them was Tanya.

Tanya, who is now 19 years old, has recently graduated from
the orphanage. She went to live in the orphanage when she
was a teenager and it was very difficult for her to adjust to
her new life. Before moving to the orphanage, Tanya lived
with her family in a very small village, but a terrible tragedy
happened and she and her siblings were left alone. They
were taken to a big city and everything was strange and
unfamiliar. Tanya barely talked to anyone, she didn’t want
to study and had a severe psychological crisis. She had no
idea how to support herself or live independently and she
had no hope for the future. It was in her lowest moment
that she discovered the “Me in the world of professions”
program that provided professional guidance to youth from
orphanages. The project helped Tanya to overcome her
doubts and fears and to find new friends. She started to visit
different hobby clubs, attended a number of professional
excursions and got a broader perspective of different jobs
and professions. But what was even more important —

she was not afraid to try something new and was eager

to choose different internships. Now Tanya is studying in
college to become a cook.

“My favorite workshop within the project was about cakes.
| learned so many new things that can be used in real life!
Not only how to make cakes myself, what tools to use

and where to buy them, how to make different types of
cream and how to decorate the ready product, but also the
financial part — how much | can earn, how to count the net
price and to plan the expenses and profit. The workshop
helped made me certain that confectionery is something

| really like and want to do in the future. Thanks to the
project “Me in the world of professions” | started to

believe that | can do it and that everything is possible.”

T www.tass.ru/obschestvo/10773269
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In 2018, we proudly launched a new project in Ethiopia
together with our partner IKEA Foundation: “Enabling Social
Entrepreneurs in Ethiopia”. This was a three year project
focused on the potential of social entrepreneurship to
improve early childhood development. An ambitious target
was set - to support and nurture 120 outstanding social
entrepreneurs who would develop and scale up solutions
reaching over 84,000 children and their families in urban and
rural settings. The project was implemented in the capital,
Addis Ababa, as well as the city of Hawassa. The project was
intended to end in June 2020, however due to Covid-19 and
the needs of the entrepreneurs during this difficult time, the
project was extended to April 2021.

MEET THE ENTREPRENEURS

YENETTA CODE

Nowadays, children and youth in Ethiopia are growing
up in a very different world than just a few years

ago. Cell phones, tablets and digital games are now
embedded in their daily lives. Although it is one thing
for children to know how to use these technologies,
understanding the logic behind them is something
completely different. To address the issue of children
and youth simply becoming passive consumers of
technology, Nathan Damtew founded Yenetta Code.
Yenetta Code teaches basic computer programming
to primary school children from both affluent and
underprivileged communities. In addition, they have
developed the app “Be Blocky” to further engage
children in coding as well as give parents insights into

what coding really is.

With the support from the IKEA Foundation we were able
to run an innovation lab, an incubator and a rapid scale
program, as well as initiatives that helped develop the
ecosystem for social entrepreneurship. The innovation lab,
incubator and rapid scale programs helped develop social
entrepreneurs at different growth stages build effective
solutions for children and youth. Beyond supporting
individual children, the aim was for the social entrepreneurs
in our programs to be role models for the emerging social
entrepreneurship scene in Ethiopia. Thanks to our experience
in other markets, we knew that role models provide
convincing evidence of social entrepreneurships’ power to
tackle pressing challenges.

Establishing an ecosystem for social entrepreneurship
has been a key part of our work in Ethiopia. To boost
this development, we have contributed as the founding
partner for Social Enterprise Ethiopia (SEE), a locally led
movement designed to create an environment where
social entrepreneurs can thrive in Ethiopia. SEE received
recognition as a formal association in November 2018.

FIDEL TIRU

According to UNICEF, 63% of students in lower primary
school do not achieve basic learning outcomes. There

are various reasons for this. There is a large number of
displaced children in the country, many with undiscovered
learning disabilities and challenges with the quality of
teachers and educational materials.™ Despite governmental
efforts of increasing funding to education, learning levels
have remained low.” To address these challenges, Rahel
Tsegaye founded Fidel Tiru. Fidel Tiru offers children’s
education materials for children from 2-7 years of age.
They also provide specially designed educational materials
for children with special needs, e.g. autistic children or
children with learning disabilities.

“ www.unicef.org/ethiopia/learning-and-development

L]
L]
L[]
L[]
L]
L]
L]
°
L]
L]
L]
L]
L]
L]
L]
L]
L]
L]
L]
L]
L[]
L]
L[]
L]
L]
L]
°
L]
L]
L]
L]
L]
e '° www.riseprogramme.org/countries/ethiopia
L]

3

L]

,, The IKEA Foundation supported Reach for Change because we

believe that social entrepreneurs have the power to tackle social
and environmental challenges that affect their communities.

The results of this program demonstrates the ingenuity of
social entrepreneurs in Ethiopia and their ability to develop
impactful solutions to improve the health, education and
protection of children. These outstanding entrepreneurs
have reached 630,000 children and young people through
their enterprises, helping them do better in school and
improving their opportunities. At the same time, the social
entrepreneurs act as role models for others.

We are impressed that Reach for Change has developed a
social enterprise ecosystem in Ethiopia that can create a
better everyday life for thousands of children.

— Patrick Obonyo
Program Manager
IKEA Foundation

OUTPUT RESULTS"

ECOSYSTEM DEVELOPMENT

¢ SEE engaged in membership development, social
enterprise policy development, capacity development of
members, established networking among members and
other like minded actors

¢ Reach for Change supported the capacity development of
SEE to better support their members. We also supported
SEE with policy dialogues and drafting of a policy on
social entrepreneurship presented to the government

* Reach for Change hosted the World Social Enterprise
Forum for the establishment and strengthening of the
social enterprise ecosystem in the country

OUTCOME RESULTS

As the project came to an end in 2021, we hired an

external consultant to perform an end-term evaluation.

The purpose of the end-term evaluation was to understand
the impact of the project on the targeted social entrepreneurs,
children and community at large. The results presented here
are the findings from the evaluation as found and reported

by the external evaluator. The end-term evaluation covers the
years 2018-2021 and therefore not the project as a whole.

CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT
o of the innovation lab participants
1 o o %) developed their prototypes
0 of the innovation lab participants
83 %) tested the prototype of their products
740/ of the innovation lab participants
O established their own business

9 60/ of the incubator participants developed
O effective solutions to the problem

gz(y of the Incubator participants developed
o effective business models and ensured

financial sustainability

89% of rapid scale participants developed
relevant business models and clear

strategies for their companies

56% of rapid scale participants have scaled
their revenues, from 10% to 50%

CAPACITY
DEVELOPMENT

social entrepreneurs supported
1 o in the Rapid Scale program

social entrepreneurs supported
30 in the Incubator program

11 7 social entrepreneurs supported
in the Innovation Lab

children and youth reached

630,000 through the Incubator and

Rapid Scale social entrepreneurs

56 social entrepreneurs from the different programs
participated in in-depth interviews**. Four focus group
discussions with women beneficiaries and two focus group
discussions with child beneficiaries were held. In depth
interviews were also conducted with three coaches,

two SEE leaders and three government stakeholders.

In addition, data was collected from schools using
observation checklists and questionnaires to elicit data
regarding learning outcomes and school knowledge.

EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT & CARE

Before receiving support from the social entrepreneurs in the
various programs, the average monthly income of the women
was 411 ETB. After the various organizations implemented
their solutions, the average income among the supported
women rose to 1260 ETB.

91 % of the children reached by the social entrepreneurs
improved their readiness for school (e.g. through
language development and motor skill development).

The social entrepreneurs in the o
programs contributed to boosting school enroliment to 9 9 /O
in Addis Ababa (together with other programmatic
efforts made by the government and

other education stakeholders).

* The results presented here cover the time period 2017-2021.
The outcome results cover a different time period due to a shift
in the internal structure at Reach for Change.

** 23 Innovation Lab participants, 24 Incubator participants,
9 Rapid Scale participants
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In Bulgaria, 33.6% of the population live at risk of poverty
and social exclusion. The average for the EU is 21.9%.'®
Poverty and social exclusion are complex issues, often
addressed by attempting to treat the symptoms of the issue,
rather than developing solutions that eliminate the root
causes of the problem. Large societal challenges such as
poverty and social exclusion need to be addressed not only
at the macro level with well developed policy measures, but
also by finding new and innovative solutions to address these
complex issues and bring them to scale.

MEET THE ENTREPRENEURS

L THE SOCIAL
=i TEA HOUSE

In Bulgaria, youth who have been institutionalized

in orphanages have difficulties accessing the labor
market and leading independent lives. Contributing
factors include negative role models, low education
levels, unhealthy and insecure family environments
and social prejudice. In response to these challenges,
social entrepreneurs Maya Doneva and Stoyana
Stoeva founded The Social Teahouse, an organization
that runs mentorship programs supporting personal
and vocational development for institutionalized
youth. Youth in the program ultimately have more
opportunities for employment, and many receive
their first job through their participation.

4CHILDREN
S He

YOUTH
SUPPORTED

6 www.ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/ilc_pepsOln/default/table?lang=en

It has been very useful for us to participate

in the program. We value being challenged because
it helped us to start thinking outside the box.

The external consultants were very critical and
straightforward which was also important in
helping us get on the right track.

— Dessislava Dzhipova
Executive director, The Social Teahouse

To address these issues, we launched a new scaling
readiness program in Bulgaria with ING Bank in 2021.

The Open the Circle Scaling Readiness program aimed to
develop the capacity of high potential social entrepreneurs
with innovative solutions to address causes of poverty and
social exclusion in Bulgaria. The overall goal was to support
them in developing more effective solutions and prepare
them to scale. The selection process was conducted
January-April 2021 and the capacity development sessions
commenced in June.

VRATSA
SOFTWARE

Bpaga Copryep Oswectso

Vratsa, Bulgaria, is one of the poorest regions in Europe.
For the majority of young people living in the area,

there is a severe lack of opportunities for well-paid jobs
and professional development. There are almost no
functioning large businesses in town, and combined with
poor education and a lack of entrepreneurial spirit, these
factors are causing young people to leave the area. In
response to these challenges, Emilian Kadiiski and Teodor
Kostadinov founded Vratsa Software Community. Vratsa
Software Community delivers free IT courses to build up
the talent and broaden young people’s horizons as well
as organizing IT events to bring new organizations and
software businesses to the city.

CHILDREN

YOUTH
SUPPORTED

OUTPUT RESULTS

Through a rigorous 4-step selection process including
screening of applications, interviews, and a two-phase
due diligence process (involving both local and global
experts from Reach for Change, external experts from the
business and social sectors, and several ING co-workers),
we welcomed two social entrepreneurs into the program.

HOW WE MEASURE

To measure the organizations’ development, a new version of
the development tracker — a tool normally used to measure
the development of the social entrepreneurs in the incubator
— was piloted to measure the entrepreneurs development in
the area of impact scaling. The organizations were assessed

on four different milestones, with a number of action points
within each milestone. If a milestone were to be assessed as
completed, all action points within it would need to have been
achieved by the organization. The milestones the organizations
were assessed against were:

Solution and business model is scalable
The scalable model is tested and iterated
A short to medium term strategy for scale is developed

There is strong and capable leadership —
management, organization and partnerships

OUTCOME RESULTS

of the social entrepreneurs
(o) .
/O developed W|.th|n at least one
of the four milestones.

They were able to check off on average 7 action points and
achieved on average 50% of the Reach for Change target
action points across all milestones. The social entrepreneurs
achieved the most new action points within milestone 1
(Solution and business model is scalable), achieving an
average of 4 action points, and milestone 2 (The scalable
model is tested and iterated), achieving an average 2 action
points.

This was the first time that we implemented the scaling
readiness program in this way and with this version of the
development tracker, and a lot of learnings have come from

it. The key takeaway is that the duration of the support

period should be increased. This would provide a longer time
frame for the participants to implement the insights and

the relevant processes identified during the support period

in their practices. Had the program been longer, the social
entrepreneurs would have had more time to achieve the
various action points and, as a result, the milestones. We are
currently developing another scaling readiness program similar
to this one and will take these learnings in consideration when
we plan the support and measurement tools.

* developed means progressing on at least one action point
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o 2

group coaching
sessions with both
organizations
participating

individual coaching sessions for
each of the organizations together
with Reach for Change staff and
external experts

..”........................................u

ING’s Community Investment strategy is based on
our sustainability direction and our brand, supporting
programs that contribute to an inclusive economy —
one where everybody has the opportunity and
capability to participate. This relates closely to our
belief that everybody should have the freedom to

do their thing, including those who experience the
most barriers. It’s a global strategy that will make

a positive local impact. | am glad that ING Sofia is
partnering with Reach for Change in building our
initiative in Bulgaria — Open the Circle (OTC). With
OTC’s programs we support social entrepreneurs and
their long-term solutions. In order to maximize our
social impact, we invite our clients to join forces and
together make a meaningful change.

— Grzegorz Konieczny
Country Manager of ING Bank N.V.
Sofia Branch
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The project “Intervention to increase sustainable
livelihoods in Benishangul-Gumuz during Covid-19 and
beyond” was implemented in 2021 by Reach for Change,
as part of the GIZ Cross-border Collaboration program in
Western Ethiopia and Eastern Sudan. Benishangul-Gumuz
(BGR) is one of the four so-called emerging regions that
face a multitude of developmental challenges. There is

a high level of youth unemployment and a low level of
education. Technical and Vocational Education Training
(TVET) is seen by the Ethiopian Government as a direct
route for job creation and building economic resilience in
young people in the area. However, people graduate with
little practical skills required to run a trade and even fewer
skills in the way of entrepreneurial knowledge. While there
is an entrepreneurship curriculum involved in the training,
it is mostly theoretical with very little in the form of
practical application.

The aim of the project with GIZ was two-fold:

* Provide practical and market-relevant entrepreneurship
training for TVET and university students and graduates
in BGR, and
Develop the entrepreneurial skills of women-led saving
group members to enable them to launch small businesses.

......”.......................................

Reach for Change is really implementing the TVET strategy.
Before this training, | never had any opportunities in practical
entrepreneurship training. | hope this [program] will become
a guiding document for Assosa Polytechnic college.

— Trainer

To support the first aim, a number of activities were carried
out: curriculum development, a capstone entrepreneurship
program to build knowledge and skills, an innovation lab for
15 TVET students who had already developed a minimum
viable product, and developing the capacity of the actual
institutions. By conducting a full skills gap analysis on the
existing training available to students and working with the
Entrepreneurship Coordinator in Assosa TVET, we wanted
to develop materials that were contextualized, relevant and
suitable for the teaching environment.

To support the second aim, we developed and piloted a
program for women who were members of women saving
groups. Women saving groups consists of women who meet
on a monthly basis to contribute money for savings, with

the purpose of accumulating enough money to loan to one
another or invest in income-generating activities. We provided
targeted and contextually relevant capacity development
support (including one on one mentoring and group training)
to improve members of saving groups’ entrepreneurship
skills, financial management, market access and developing
sustainable business models based on their needs.

The project implementation was carried out fromm November
2020 to July 2021 and was to be considered a pilot project.

OUTPUT RESULTS

training videos that can be used to
1 1 supplement ToT (Training of Trainers)
for TVET teachers
TVET and university students
3 9 8 trained to build their entrepreneurial
knowledge and skills
TVET and university students
(selected from the 398) supported

to create their own minimum viable
product (MVP)

students supported to establish
businesses from a developed MVP

women saving group members supported
in capacity development program
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OUTCOME RESULTS*

of the TVET students and all (100%) of the other program respondents confirmed
that they had improved their capacity to start and manage a business.

At a project level, a total of 88% of the participants confirmed that they had improved
capacities to start and manage their business.

of the innovation lab participants initiated their business. In the women saving group,

97% of the participants managed to initiate or diversify their business. 38% of the business
readiness participants started, diversified or expanded their business due to technical and
financial support received from the project.

The overall objective of the project was to improve the livelihoods of the local population in
Benishangul-Gumuz Regional State and promote economic development. We believe that the
first step in doing that is to build the skills of the population to foster economic development.
We are therefore pleased with the results of this pilot project and look forward to followin